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Factors which may affect the impacts of sexual violence include:
 · A history of intergenerational trauma, childhood sexual abuse or other significant traumatic experience(s); many older women are survivors of childhood sexual abuse
· The characteristics of the sexual violence experienced (nature, intensity, frequency, duration)
· The responses of others following disclosure/reporting of the sexual violence (e.g. positive or negative; helpful or not helpful)

These factors have significant implications for understanding and mitigating impacts of sexual violence on the survivor. Disclosures which are met with positive, support responses have the capacity to improve psychological health, sense of comfort, support, and validation and access to desired outcomes such as protecting others and perpetrator penalization.7
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https://sexualassaultsupport.ca/support/



